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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.   Call for Presentations – SEQ Regional Conference, 13 & 14 April
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

We kick off our 2016 events program with the South East Queensland regional conference to be held over two days on 13 and 14 April 2016 at Scarness in Hervey Bay.

We’ve had a good start to populating the program, which starts off with a technical tour of the Wide Bay Water facilities on Wednesday afternoon, 13 April.

We are now calling for SEQ relevant technical and other presentations to fill half hour slots on Thursday, 14 April.  We aim to make the process as easy as possible: you only need to provide us with a brief outline now and a powerpoint on the day if accepted.  

We are particularly interested to hear about interesting projects and technical presentations from members, or organisations that can co-present relevant case studies with members, with expressions of interest closing Monday, 29 February.  If you are interested in presenting at this event, please email Desiré Gralton on dgralton@qldwater.com.au.

See http://www.qldwater.com.au/2016_SEQ_Conference_Hervey_Bay for the draft program and registration form.

We would like to thank our major sponsors – Dial Before You Dig and Ixom, hosts –Wide Bay Water Corporation, and event silver sponsors Bilfinger Water Technologies and Lonza Water Treatment Technologies. We have one Principal and one further Silver Sponsorship available for this event. Please email hgold@qldwater.com.au to request a sponsorship pack.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.   National Water Infrastructure Development Fund
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The Federal Government has extended the application period for the Feasibility Component of the National Water Infrastructure Development Fund to 1 March 2016. More information about applying for the Feasibility Component can be found at the website (http://www.agriculture.gov.au/ag-farm-food/natural-resources/national-water-infrastructure-development-fund), or through the Department of Energy and Water Supply at https://www.dews.qld.gov.au/water/initiatives/national-infrastructure-fund.

As part of this fund, the Australian Government has set aside $50 million to fund feasibility studies that gather the information and evidence needed to make water infrastructure proposals investment-ready. Work funded under this component could include new or augmented dams, pipelines or managed aquifer recharge. 

Councils that are interested in applying for the Feasibility Component should advise the Department of Energy and Water Supply by COB 17 February of their intent to apply to: nwidf.applications@dews.qld.gov.au.

Applications  must be submitted to the Department of Energy and Water Supply by 23 February to be forwarded to Commonwealth by 1 March.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3.  QUICK LINKS – ASSOCIATED ORGANISATIONS EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
1. The latest forecast of possible Issue Motivated Group (IMG) protest activity in February 2016 from the Queensland Police Service is now available in the member’s area of our website -  http://www.qldwater.com.au/Counter-terrorism - members must log in to access this document.   This information may be viewed and circulated internally, however it is not to be provided to the public or media and it is not to be forwarded to external third parties.  
1. WIOA are holding their Queensland Charity Bowls Day at the Yandina Bowls Club on Friday 18 March. By sponsoring a team and having one person in attendance your organisation has the chance to win the coveted “Queensland Tradies Cup”.
Consider getting a group together to enjoy a bowls day and network with fellow water industry professionals.  The qldwater Bowls Team will be in attendance hoping to take home the Tradies Cup (or at least the wooden spoon).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.
To add your name to the distribution list, email “subscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au
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